


titeallng cable TV?
Holiday amnesty is here

BALTIMORE SUN - 12/18/92

l;Omcas[, ~torer
call It last chance
by Sheridan Lyona
swrWrtlfr

Overwhelmed by lhoulUldi of
('.alia from people ecarecI by .......b-
lIel&ed prosecuUon. Or =-nr.
tll1asil, the Comcut and ca·
ble tdev\8lOn c:ompanltal are offCl1~
amneaty from proeecuUon for the
holJdays. .

The ·one last, at»olute final­
tum')'OW"Ielf·In·Wtth.n~uetUoni.
liked patod trfU bqfJn Monday and
tltend lhl'O\UZh Dec."ll,~ to
llavfd H. NevTna.~t d NevIna
and Aasoclal.ea, I Co~t apok.el·
man. .

.Howard B. Merker, deputy ata1e'.
-Uome, lor~ 0DuntJ. MId

yettenlay that Comcut did the
f1oun4wor1£ 'or about15 theft.cuee
that hive been already been PftlIe­
cuted by hll aftlce under. new alate
cable·theft la. that (ook effed
Oct. I.

But Mr. Nevin. lalel the cable
ClOmpany would rathw IIJneuetom­
era thin rack up ClODVICbon.. He..
tlmaled that 10,000 to 20,000 people
could benefit from the UWIty.

Oomtaet~ a1moet*.000
c:uaLomcn In Htuiord and BaItsmoire
counUe., and In Howard Count,
th~ the reoenUy aCQUIred Starer
cable company. Mr, Nev(na MId.

'nl. company payathecounUel a
&pc:rc:ent franchlee talL He daJmed
that CIbIe TV thfft IlCIt onIJ mItIlbe
c.'Ompany mlUto.... but ... Iepre­
eenta.. atgnUlcanl_ 01 revalUe 10
local pemment·

Ayearion£~hOUleaudit
II unaerway-and becomplet-

ed by 1UInIDeI'. he IlId. It II cxpedtJd
to net 8O·~t01 thoet UltgaUy
~cible, -.0 the odds are pret­
t,~ that you're goln, to Itt
ca~t.·

A...·ftek amneslv JX03!:IlIIlalll
apr11l1 bnJuf,ht In IImost 7.000 pel)­
~ tie.aId: and about 60 pelcent
Cbase 10 become Plying c:ustonlm.
The ftIl cho8e to be d11COnnectr4. .

8IJtIInore Qunty'. a1Inlnal pros.
ea.IUDnI aU have ......alec! In convtc·
...... or probation before JudgluenL
The latter kava no cnmlnaJ ITODrd
f the derendant hal no further pob­
rem db the "W. Mr. Merker laid.

One man received I lIx·month
jail tam InDIItrk:tOawt for IDccaJly
InItdlng cable aaW.e but Is apPeal·
In. the convtctJon to lhe CtrcultOl.t. .

'One 01 our conoerna. u well u
the law, II~ cable theft tlkee
money ••• from BaltImore County,

bccauae they~ havoe to pay • Cl1me c11tt:a11n1 cable lV.
r.. ttl the COUll" on the num- "So the ClDftIPUl1 baa been btcra1.
bel'cI QIItDInrra.- Mr. MateraakS. 1 Iy ddLJled wItb thQandI cI phone
think they've tltUnated more lhaa taJ1I~ face I dtJan..
&600.000 ID louee to BalUmore ma rI : 'I no arnneaty
CGunt'. baled on the nurnber 01 now: lhefre~ c::atlIe. and they
twn-1rW belen.- don't ....t to be Pl"M'Ited • .

Under the new Ia... he Iald, ca· Mr. NMna aaId the ean. have
ble TV thJevea can retdve up to IIx been handled eue bycue.=
montha III jail and. 61,000 nne. rihout~ But thJa a
db a ClD6-J'CU term and • 82.500 ...~ the cocnpuI,. 10
fIDe for • eecond Clft'eDIe. .... In· It deddcd to offer another amnesty
IItaDen can tel up to ftve )'eAn and a period. he IIJd.
85.000 One.. I;luI1ng the 1IIlIay. Mr. Nl!Ytna

At kullhrte~~~ IaJcL aU INItalIatloD ffa fnllD thcee
have been caught and IJe who chooee to become ..>1r!I CUI.
nottd. tocnen .... be donated to etWtty.

-A wbole lot 01 people out then 1be lca range trcm 610 to $60,
•.. dIdIt't taketheClOmpln)'ae:rtou. . AnJOnc wtIbIIW to partICIpate In
ty unt8 they IUd about the proeecu- the amnMy prqIram IDly C!AII the
110M: Mr. Nmna aaJd, ....ny an com....)' at 252·1000 or 880.1604
whit we caD Han}' HOll'leowner In Baltimore ODunty. 272--7500 In
ewe.. A tot of people arc IUtprtIed lfaJford Qlunty and 481-1166 In
that people~ being proeecuted fot Hanid Qlunty.
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MARYLAND
TOWSON - Comcast aad

Storer ca!Jle Televtstoa compa­
nies are offering amnestY unO!
Dec. J I ror restdenlS guilty or cable ,
theft. The companies say they lose
up to S9 million a year to theft. A
Comc:ast spokesman says betWeen
10.000 to 20.000 could benellL •••
BALnMORE - Johns Hopkins
Univel$1ty's SChool or ArlS and SCi­
ences bas received a $50 nullion
cballenge grant rrom locaJ philan­
thropist Zanvyl Krieger. 86.
Krieger says over the next 5 years
he'll malCJ1 whatever tunds the
SCbool can raISe. up to $50 nullion.
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Cable piracy lawsuit tests state law

amved at his brother's hou.w an Apnl 1991 and
identified the rnm With him as an FBI agent.

Satins denlC!O t:he acCOUlit In testlmony.
Company ot'ticiaJs have said repeatedly that an

agressave anu-pirat"Y p~ram is needed because
al~.1 thefts cost caOIe t.'unapanles billions of dollars
a year.

"UIIf.' ui tht" deft.onsc lawyer!! or witnesses in the
Pusal.l.'n ca:se d~lIied that: the decoder box wu
fuund in tlu~atL"n's home. "'oley raJ»ed questions ­
WIthout an.-.w..,mg tnem - ..bout whether Pusaten
put It Lhe~ and whether he !ver U5ed It:.

Rona1d P\1~aten clld not t:estlfy. accepting Foley's
advit"t' that he Invo"" the fifth Ammnment to avoid
the.' potenu,,1 of havUl~ hls ~tlmony used against
him 11\ a crlmlnul trial If charg~ are "led.

Gary I.. Uhmpul and ()avld W Uvely. who repre­
s~ntrd Tel, sald c~onliutUtlonalar~umt.'ntsare IDlsdi­
rec:trd. Th,"y are :tuir.~ Pusaten. flot pr05ef'Uung hIm
....... a ,~nmlnal. th~y ~ay, And the potential for a set
$5.000 ;award, they added. 1:-1 ntJt unlike damages
granted In uuhty theftC~ lAnd a .umber o( other
types of t:lVlI SUits.

At i~ue is a law thal says those who !Ileal signab
must pay the cabk! company a mlnamum ot' '5.000.
"'hp-ther the company can prOYfi financial damages
or not.

"It wa."i determIned that thIS would be a pltm Calle
to te~ the lltatule It~I(." s:.&id Douglas J. fuley, who
led PU!I3ten's defense With the help of f.WO lawyers
feprt.'S~ntlng nthf!r'S beinl( sut!d by tleri~, now
Tel COlblevlslon of San JO!ie.

The rubn~ In the Puu.tcrl r.ase 18 not expectL!d for
scverui days and perhaP!' nnt until aftP.r the holi.
days. ~tiU. both !ildes have indicated they Will ap-

peal a losan~ vC!rdlct In order to SC~[ a Jlfec'edcnt for
about 20 SImilar cases an ~anta Clara County.

The other UUft. whIch are bCln~ d('fendcd by
three law firms. aU say the law IS not clear. [t

provIdes a set penalty, like a &.:nmmal Iclw. but
allows a pnvalr. company to collet·t It throul(h a
C1'o'a1 case, which lacks some of the protel.'tlOns af­
forded a defendant In a enmlnal tnat.

The 20 c.ases ar. among more than 100 SUIt... Tel
has (iI<..'Ci In the put two years as part of an aggres­
sive crackdown on sl_nal steatin~.

Some say the cradcdown 15 too aggressIve. In
court documents and anofsl_nalan
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Cable TV thieves
flock to amnesty
The sniffers
may get you if
you don't confess
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Maryland Legal Research provides top qual­
ity research and writing support for the busy
practitioner. OUf staff of former appellate
clerks and experienced litigators handles
anything· from a single issue to an entire
appeal '

MARYLAND LEGAL RESEARCH

NiI'ar~Maryland Slat~ Law Ubrary in Arvupoli.s

20 RidulT A..a.u•• Anoup..u..~land(.ICI)~ll11~,~(301)tl5&Q2OW~1Ian • '.

BY' ... B. PlliRPOINT

Dall" ",etwd 11m",•• fF'rft,r

HBO Sues Five Area Bars, Alleging
Unauthorized Use ofSaLellite Signal

VB. Crisanlo Espana fight.
•Ally commercial estabUshmcnt Wring

"~"Th~~HomeBox'oinoe-cnbie'cbanneHjj an HIlO event Is doblgSO without aot~
tracklllg dOMl on local bars wbleh are Ity," sold PeflcOlIolldo, wboae partner
aUegedly pitatiag its satellite signal to J06cph M. Fairbanks moo the sult.F~
pick up IIpOrts events. bDJ1b was'DOt avaUaWe for ClODUDenl.

The New York.-bllBed Time Warner In uddltlon to the downtown aports
subsidiary yesterday fiJe.d suit apiDat bar, HBO, a dMslon oflllhe Warner Rn-
five area bars that allegedly lertalnmrmt Co., filed suit against local
pIcked up Ita fl.'ed of a recent nightspots The PurpleGoose
prizefight Theeablecompany -Any Saloon, DaDny'. Belair·
Is gei!ldog $350,000 damages • House, Clayton"s Bar aDd
: the alleged copyright 10- commercial Grill, and Pebbles.

. ..t.eOurment. . . establishment Owners and managers
aeMoo is reglnctOO to •• ,. of those b8ra eiUter4ecllDed

. bome vl.ewlog,· ••Id Dana aJrlDg an HBO colOmeulor could Dut be
PellCOGolido, Dame partner In t.. --_..
the BaltimoreJaw firm of Fair- even IS domg I~ed Jate yesle~S1'
banks .' .• According to RBO, lis

, Gault and PeseosoUdo, sO,Wlthout 8111 Dit ---all "'"'I U
repre6CntlogHBO "Guest hotcl e 0 8'6" • •.It' ca ,
rooms are the om;,excepUoJL~: ,. ~u'horjfy.· :c~mbled to keep K from

But & lD&nag\}fat one or the '.. HBO ATroRNEY emg Intercepted. Local ca-
bars Damed In tho Bult said It'DANd'!SOOSOLIDO bJe systems can .l18CI'8Dlble
bad bought righta to air JmO ,.' tbe signal, and then retraD&-
events In Its establlabmeol. .-<::>' mIt It to HBO catomen.

"We 8ubscribe through our TO plrale the signal, a
sateIDle system. Ours Is legal," sold Chrls commercial eslabUshmenl would have to
Amato, manager of BaIIf; _ TheAD~ nnscl'IlIllble the RIgnaJ after plcldng Itott
Jean Sports Bar dOll'DtOWD. from tbe satellite reed to local cable net-

In the sull Wed In U.S. District Court work.8, the Bull alleged.
for BaJlhnore, HBO claim:ueveral area The signal also could 00 intercepted
ban pirated Us broadcast of tbe recent from the local cable network'. feed. 1B
Razor Rudduck VB, Lennox Lewis prize some c:aBe8. that could be as easy as plug­
figltt, wblcb WII8 aired 118 a doublebeadQl'. giDgIn & conmier tbat had been la8ta11ed
In late October wltb llie Moldrlck. Taylor for a residenUBl customer, !be sull said.

Polygraph ltesults Discoverable
"'...,.... l1~. ~~)Urt of"Appeals Rules Exam Co~.~titutcs "Scientific 1~st"

Judge instructed.
. BY Mlc.... I YU~N
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HBO to Upgrode Descrombler System
n~ (;AUY KIM

I
n ;1 Illa<;si\c. <;i'l-rlll'nlh
1""1;"1111. 1101111.' nllX

Ollice \\ ill this splillg
Irplan: ~OIllC 2~,tltltI

\lI111111CICi:11 tksnalll

HBO's Zitter
said a com­
promised sys­
tem could be
salvaged by
mailing out
new passcards
to affiliates.

hlels in the c<lolc indmtry
lISeu 10 reeei \ e IIBO alld
Cillclllax leeds. said Uoo Zil­
tel. 11B() q'lIipl \ire pi esi
drnl

'I he upgl<lue. to he dOlle :II
110 charge 10 al1iliales, elllail"
it <;wap 01 cxislillg Genelal
IllsllllIlIl.'nl COIP, ViueoCi­
phcl II mltl VideoCirlk'r I'llis
d\.'~L1 ;lIl1hlel s ill cable head-

ends .\Ild slIhslilulionol a tlc­
sUilmhler equipped for
Vidcl'{ -iphn's "Rcnewahle
Seclll ity" s~ slem,

(lncc all Ihc unils ha\c
hccn leplaccd. IIII( ) will
n'ase lI:lIIsnlilling Ihe V(' II
addlessahlc control dalu
slrenn, lhclchy 11Icveniing
,Iny pil ate atLlcks onth\.' ve
" addlf:ssing scheme,

'I he HS lInils will fcallile a
ping-in "smal1 cald"lhatcan
he lIsed IOllptlale and Ic\'ise
the sn:lIrily syslem in Ihe
cVl'llllhallhc !'Ius system is
lPmprollliscd. said Ziller,

All of Ihe logislics hmen'l
Occn wOlked out yet, hUI Zil­
ler said the program would
prohal'lly stalt in April and
"lay. and roll oul on a feed·
hy-feetl basis,

7.iller said the mewe. long
in Ihe wllrks al IIBO. was
Jllonlpled hy l'I)JJcemthallhe
door 10 piracy would remain
open so It lng as the VC 11 da­
la stream was availahle as a
target. Though Ihe newer
Plus syslem is noilln illl111e­
uiale plOhlcm. "piracy al-

lITTER

telllplS will continue," said
Ziller. "alld I'lus Illay Oc oro­
ken, ~OIllC day."

As it result. 1180 is con­
\incnl ils enlire nelwolk has
to he based Oil rellewable se­
cmit \" Sll that if a hreach oc­
curs. Ihe enlire alliliale base
can he upgraded by Ihe sim­
ple npcuienl of Illitiling Ollt
lIew pas~cartls and having
opemlors inscl1 them inlo the
RS ullits. ~aid Ziller.

1180 already has moved
10 a policy of RS-type secu­
rity for all salellile leeds oUI­
side Ihe United Siaies allli
has delayed a lulliransilion
dOllleslically only hecause
the inslallcd hase of del'! K.k·rs
is so large. Ziller expel·ts oth­
er networks 10 lakc similar
sleps as well

'The way we'll' tloin!:! il.
Ihe swap'" oll'll:osl anything
other Ihan the shipping cosl
of sending the old dl.'((ldcr
back 10 VidcoCiphel," said
Zillcr

As a plus. the new IIl1ilS
will offer heller piclure qual­
ily aud willieature Ihe abilily
to replace ballerics. for exam­
ple. withoul any risk of los­
ing the addressable dala
sllcalll long enongh so Ihal
the addressing keys are lost.
causillg Ihe decoder 10 111m il­
self off, said Ziller.

The RS SWllJ! confirms
H80's intenl to keep ils pri­
llIary liDO and Cinenwx
East Coast alld West Coast
feeds in armlog fonnat "f(1r a
10llg lime:' said Ziller. •

Sdentilic-Atlonta Tops
Mcintyre for F~lIows Post

ATLANTA - Scielllilic-Allanta Inc. w;lslnl no lime ill nmn­
ing Robert Mclnlyre. fonner president (If the lIe,Klt'nti Sys­

tems Division, 10 the pOSI of Transmission Systcms I )i\ isioll
pi esitlclII,

t-.lclnlyre replaces Dadd Fellows, 101ll1l'r plcsidelll of Ihe
divi<;ion. who lell lastmonlh to lake a post wilh ('ontincnlal
Cahlevisioll as engineerillg alld techllology sCllior \iu.' 11Ies­
idcnl (see Slory, page 29)

McinlYle rcpol1s 10 Jay Lcvelgt Kld. Blo:lllhallll COllllnulIi­
C<Jlions (jWIlP president. ami is Ihe coullte'l);1I1to (iar y Trimlll,
Subscriher Syslems presidenl. who mersccs Ihe descralllhlcr,
addressable inlerdiclion and digilal alldio plOdllcl lilies,

r-.klntyre had oeen quarlcrhacking the developmenl III
S-As satellile digilal video lIanslllissioll system, ami will. in
his Ilew post, oversee Ihe compressioll. B t-IAC, hC:Ilh.'lld ami
dislrihulion equipmenl product families,

Mcintyre lliso will finish up acquisitiollof the Nexus En­
gineering Corp, headend product line, which gives S-A a low­
end PlOduclline ami exp:mded illtelllational disllihution chan·
nels,

Like the departing Fellows. Mcintyre hots deep experience
in the telel.'OlIununications industry, JIe joined S-A in IYlJ I and
previously had been vice presidenl and genemlmanager of Au­
gatlnc.'s Inlerconnection Products Division, which produces
computer componenl';,

Before that, Mclntyre hud been president and CEO of Licom
Inc" which mmlUfactures optical fiher transmission systcms
for puhlic and privale network operators.

Mclnlyre also had been president and CEO of Siemens
Transmission Syslems, a joinl venture belween Siemens alill
GTE.•
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TaJ...e "infraslIlicluIC."
for example.

13y now. wc all are
familiar with the no-
I: d. ,f ,I." ,-:" ".. r

Few would oppose such goals. at

least in principlc, The semantics
COIllC into play because it will he ar­
gued that too much competition in
.1 ~ ;'" I· • ., " • ,: , , I 1 • , "

grounds, assuming eme physicalllL'l­
w(ltk. lIsing fast-packet switc./Co5cs
t h a t will

thrncs
he



;5'5 Amy Fisher Telefilm

Buttafuoco.
'''This Story is so full of interest. rdon' t

think viewers will be full or saustied with
Just one telling." said Hoffman.•

/

~

fTA:' Jack Scalia and Alyssa Milano as Joey
j Amy Fisher in a teleRlm that will air on CBS
le some week.

n 9:00 p.m. to It:OO p.m. and also on
. 10 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
'he teldilm [ells the story of Fisher. a
19 fsl4lIld [et:nager who is serving time

for shooting the Wife 01
Joev Buttatuoco. the man
Amy claims was her lover
- ,In assertion he dentes.

"We've always been in­

terested in getting product
in the pipeline as t:arly as
possible." said Hoffman.
"This is an extension of
that. Wt: saw it [alsol as a
chance to take advantage of
the promotion CBS will do
[for its airing]."

USA's deal with
Columbia Pictures TV. the
teletilm's disuibutor. result­
ed from ongoing talks be­
tween the two compames.
"We have done other deals
with Columbia for prod­
uct." including the purchase
of My Two Dads and The
Real Ghosrbusters. Hoff­
man said.

USA is not worried about
competition from other
Amy Fisher films. one of
which aired on NBC on
Dec. 28. while ABC also
was scheduled to air its ver­
sion on Jan. 3. Lolita stars
Alyssa Milano as Fisher
and Jack Scalia as Joey

Multichannel News January 4. 1993 • .)

Firefighters Take Heat
for Illegal Cable

By ROD GRANGER

Adel.phIa Cablt: in Nt:w York's Erie C~unty recent­
ly sounded the alarm on a volunteer tire comp4lIly

that was stealing cable teleVISIOn service.
The tiretighters' pUnIshment!
:-10 more "black box" and a public apology in nle

Buffalo News.
The Pine Hill Hose Company No.5 in Cheek­

towaga had bt:en receiving pay services through the
use of an illegal decoder "for years." according to
Tom Haywood. general manager of operations for
-\delphia. "All the tiretighters knew about it,"

Adelphia was tipped off to the piracy by an
.lIlonymous firefighter in the company. but when
Haywood contacted them "the chief did not want to
cooperate." he said.

The cable company filed a Civil suit against the
fll'efighters. claiming that the illt:gal cable lost rev­
enue for the town and for Adelphia. '" didn't want
[0 go afterthem [the firefighters I on a monetary ba­
sis." said Haywood. who senled for return of the de­
coder and a printed apology in the form of a paid ad­
vertisement in the local paper.

In two Saturday editions of the newspaper. in a
box labeled "paid announcement:' the firetighters
company said it had "installed an unauthorized cable
television descrambler or 'black box' ... to receive
and display Adelphia Cable's .premium' program­
ming services. which it was unauthorized to receive.

Pine Hill ... apologizes to Adelphia Cable. and the
community who may have suffered as a result of this
action."

Adelphia is pursuing leads regarding where the
firefighters received the decoder. Haywood said.•

;OldenGlobe
lfdsOnTBS.
~e again TBS is the only place to catch all the
f the Golden Globe Awards. Ifs a golden appor­
t to promote the value of basic cable. and come
ner yourself..
~ stars will be out for this distinguished awards



&nO dari1iQuons of P. illICIt for
wlJYel'l.

He tau &lao ul£ed tor atablish·

State may save 1\
• COnnecticut'. plan to
prevent the elderly 'rom hldin;
...... 08tore enwrlng nursInghom.' could benetrt from
Monday', preSlCS8ntlal order. '

No modesty here
• How gOOd a lob has Gov.
Wtlcker done? Just aSk Gov.'

. Weicker. .
~...AS

lpromises on return ofdeportees:
AltboliP tbe c:ompl"OlD1se falla

short of c:om1)limce wtth a U.N. Se­
curity ColIDC!i1 demud that all of the
deportees be repacriated at ooce.
U.S. Secretary of State Warren
Cbrtstopber bailed the arcr-ment as
a breakUlroup that rebden addi·
UoaalStc:w1tyCOuDcil ae::tioD IIDIlflC­
eaary and shoald clar the way for
resumption of Middle East peace
taIka.
. Ta1Idnl at bis first fOnna! press

cODference., after a WClIl'king luacb
with I).N. Secntuy-Geaeral Beu-

troa Boutra.Gbali, Christoptaer ..id
that the Israeli steps were 1wD­
mend out in telepboH Dqoaationa
between Jerusalem .1Id the CliDtoD
admiDistratiOD.

H. IaJd be did Dot bow if the
formula wauid be accepcable to oth·
er U.N. memben, bllt lui maae it
clear that, from the U.s. point of
Vl.... the action wu e.oup.

RabiD. wilo aDIlClUDC8Ci the J)lallat
.. praa COftf........ in Ills office attar
a special Mcmday CabiDet meeting,
said it was part of a pawRe deal. in

"bleb the U.S. COMI liweat Pt1nn.
iaed. 1n retun for Israel's partial
rnwul. to veto 'Dy l&JICtJons the
Secanty Council m.tgAt cons1der.

Christopber dedJned to go that
far. dacr1biD1~ of vetoes as by.
potheucal.

But b. left l1ttle doubt that the
Ullited Stales feels free to bead off
aDY CODdemDaUOD of Israel now that
the Jerasa1em government bas CODe
part way in DJelUDI earlier U.N.

PI..... Janel. P'Ce A4

Gotcha!
Cable offe~ carries a sting

-•

.1

--I
V

U the viewen. wlto will receive
letters from the cable compauy this
"eek, don't pay. the cable company
will &ate &hem to federal COlD"t, said
Geoffrey I.JtUe, Cont1DeDtal's vice
pl"aIcitnt aad mauger of the com­
paDT' Westen! New ED&land dis­
trict.

"We were really IUI'priIed by the
DIUDber of ~le wlto responded,"
Utile ..id. 'But we know that these
were just the 0IleII who were waCdl·
Inl &be ttpt aDel decided to buy • T·

PIaN Me CUI•• P.,. At

f. (

By STEPHEN OHLEMACHEIt
QlwntSIC/! Writ".

ENFIELD - 8eores of bo_
lUI wllo I'eSPQDded to a T.ahirt offer
during the broadeast of a heavy­
.,ei~bt title fight in November could
fi;Dd it to be an upeDSive pl1l"Ctwe.

CODtlDflItal CablevisioD. wbich
~deaat a T·lbirt offer only to
VI...n "bowere obtaiJUDc the pay.
per-Y1." lignal illecany. wanU

. $2.000 each {rum the 140 Ilortb ceD­
tral COODeCt.teut customers WDo ....
IpOIldecL .
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i~br~~i'·;~~t:~ie~;.
erll LebaaoD and the front lines of
the Lebanese army wbeD Lebanon"
gov.rnmeJll surpnsed the Israelis
by refusinc to take them in.

They bave beeD living ill tents tor
almost levee weeu since then. Six­
teen bave DeeD returned already al­
ter Israeli authortties Slid the,. had
bea deported by nustat•.

Arab governments. the radic:a1 Is·
lamic DrranaaUon thev .re allell:ed
to be membcn of. Hamal. &ll a rival
to the flLO Cor auppon arDone West
Baak and GOlIa Strip PalestlDWlS.

Unlike th. PLO. which now reluc·
tantly .ecepta the Ilustence of isra­
el, Hamu and Ule other mili~Dt
groups waal to destroy Isra.l and At
up a paa-Arab Islamic: state.

Cable company offer
stings illegal viewers

~3 ~:~~::~~.t~lFE~-r;~· ........
Nevenheleu. Christopher tnateO

lbe aDJIOUDCemezlt u • major VIC­
tory' tor Clinton torelgn policy.

The lecretary of ltate bad warned
Rabin durU111: the week.nd that fail­
are to resolve the dispute o\'er the
deponen would put levere mama
on the U.s.-Isrlleli relationship.

Rabin met for more than two
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..lid. of WOftd War" ftterans
1uu6a, for Monday'. SOUl
,rStaUn....... oneof ttl. d...a-

•

Imb to ••tII.....f Mother
" na Vol MeN tllan 1

peri In til. ftebtfor
the duth of Stalin. H.......

lNfore the tMIIftIIdw.f Nazi
tot.&.

CoaWllleci from Pap 1

shirt. We're sun th.re are maay
more lp.ople Itllling cable
lerviceslout there."

The advertisement. which aired
seyeral times durusC the Evander
Holyfield-Riddick BOWl (ilbt Nov.
13, of.fered ,'iewers $18 T-shirts
commemorating the figbt.

Uttle laid the able company used
Its teellDology to air the advertise­
ment only on television seu
equipped with illegal deeoclers that
allOWed vlewen to watcb the pay­
per-view flcht for free. Viewers wllo
paid S3U5 to watcb the fiSbt did DOt
see tbe advertiJemcat.

LitUe. who lUI the idea for the
sUng came from a alDlilar operation
by. cable company in Buffalo. N.Y.,
said Contineata.l'.lawyen reviewed
the operation to make certaiD it
would hold up in court. The company
waited unW thia w. to DOWy ille­
gaJ viewers t~t they bad beeD
callpt beeaUH officials wal1ted to
enlure aU the T-shins had beeP de­
livered. he said.

He aut the compoy ts seeking
$2,000 from eOlcJl customer bec&use
officials beli.". oifeao.rs have ob­
~1Deci many Signals usiDi illegal de­
coder boxes. Little saui viewen who
claim to bave watched the figbt at
bars or men<1l' bousa will be asked
to provide the compuy with Infor­
mallon about the owner of the illegal
decoder, or face a 1a\1l"111t.

TbefL of cable lignal is a federal
crime plUUshable by fines of up to
$10,000, LitUe laid, The company
ha. collected setUemeutsof al much
...l.2oo for resideDtial theft and as
mucb as '5.000 for commercial
til.fL. be laid.

"Clearly we're try1ng to sencl •
messace tbat tI11s is DOt something to
play WIth," UtUe said."~atwe are

- 1.!1__1__ ",-__...........,..,,."""" .j. ... -..r

findiDl i5 that as soon as loffcud.rs!
taUt &c aD .ttorney, they stud us a
checIt."

Mlcbael C. Pandzilt, Cresident of
tbe NatioIJal Cable Te evwon Co­
operative, a nationallobbytnCIfOUJ)
bUed In KanA$. laughed WOeD told
about the =g.

"What a wonderfully cre.tive
ida," ~el PaDCizik, WbOM group
represeDts 330 cable compaDles irl
411 ltates, including Connecticut.
"That's the mostelaborate operation
rv. ever lleard of."

PlDdzik saiel cable theft Is a na­
tional problem that costs tht indus­
try aboat '3 billion a year•leading to
increased ratel for paying cu.atom·
ers.

"For some reason. uUllty or cable
theftseems like a VIctimless crime,"
PaDdzic:k said. "But like any theft,
lbe cost is passed on to leptimate
cUltOmers."

CoatiDelltal lIerYes 160,000 cus­
tomen in Enfield, East Windsor,
WIndsor Locks, Suffield, Somers,
Stafforl1. East Granby, Granby,
Hartland aDd Union, as well as 23
toWIII in weltem Mauac:I1U1ttt.s.
Tbe ItiDg wu directed only at Coa­
neeticut viewen, wbo are ser'Yed by
Contmental's system based in En­
field,

John Lamirande, the company's
security mlJl8ger, said ContiDeDtal
speads more t.baD $100,000 a year
trying to catch people who steal ca­
ble lilll.la. He laid more than 700
caMS of theft have beeP discovered
by the compaoy siDee it began a
crackdoW1llast year•

"ADd we're going to be doiDS more
stiap," LamUande said. "10 addi­
tlem to baYing aU of our ttclulicJaDl
look for lips of theft, we will baye
operaUODS that are 10 far off the
waU that people willllever suspect
It'. ~ 1t1Dg."

''''Qno~ ...'
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McCullough gets
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cable piracy

Suit targets
AC. club for

without a lawsuil
Sharon Dougherty told Law­

renee he could avoid further ac­
lion by paying tho commertial
rate and surrendering the can·
verter equipment

I.awrcnce refused. Therefore.
a federal civil lawsuit was filed
in U.S. District Court In Camden
on Jan. 20.

According to Sammons' com·
plaint. the cable company is enti·
tled to damagcs of$60.000 In this
case. but is requesting the addi·
tional amount in punitivc dam·
ages "given tho willful. intontion­
al and outrageous nature of the
defendant's conducL"

Also on r'riday, Deming seJvc(f
papers for a second civillawluit.
this one against Peter H. and
Dinah Greenwood, tenants at the
8rigantine Beach Club condo­
miniums in 8rigantine. seeking
$1 million for the "illegal manu­
facture Bnd distribution ofequip­
menl"

The Greenwoods. said Deming.
have caused considerable loss of
revenue to Sammons through
their illegal business operations.
which include selling cOllYertcr
boxes. altering converter boxes
to permit the transmil$ion of ad-
ditional signals, and wiring
households In some cases. enUre
apartment buildings - with ille­
gal cable service.

Peter Greenwood, a fonner
subcontractor for Sammons. "ma­
nipulated inventory in theeoune
of his installation work" aDd ae­
quired illegal scrambling deviees
from out-of-state sources, said
Deming.

Greenwood haa persisted in
his activity despite being arrest·
ed last faU by the FBI, said Dem­
ing. He is cUJTently out on bail
pending a criminal trial.

• Sammons Communication
also files a $1 million suit
against a Brigantine couple for
wiring apartment buildings
with illegal cable hookups.

Ry LYNDA KENNY
For Th. Pre..

Sammons Communications of
New Jersey has filed a quarter­
mUllon·dollar lawsuit agamst the
owner of an Atlantic City
nightclub for illegal usc of cable
television service.

Philip S. Deming. a security
consultant hired by Sammons.
says that Vernon Lawrence.
owner of the Hlue Light
NidJtclub and Restaurant OR
NewYorkAvenue,ol"dered home
viewing ofthe Nov. 13. 1992 Holy·
neld-Bowc world heavyweight
championship fighL

However. Deming alleges, in­
stead of watching It from home,
Lawrcnc~ took his convertcr box
- programmed to receive the
nght- to the Rlue Lighl

Two undercover investigators
h!red by Sammons were at the
mgbtclub that night and wit­
nessed approximately 70 people
pay$5 each to watch thc cvenL

Had the Rlue Light ordered
the service legaUy. it would have
been charged between $500 and
$800. The charge for home view­
Ing was $39.95 per household.

After Deming served a copy or
Sammons' complaint to Law­
rence at his Mediterranean Ave­
nue apartment Frida)' morning
the defendant refused to com:
mont to The Press.

He did admit he had been con­
tacted by an aUorney represent­
ing Sammons, follOWing the inci­
dent, who offered him the
opportunity to seUle the dispute

lAY
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Some Cable Pirates Change Theil' Thieving 'W1YS
Afany ill Howard County Accept Amnesty Oller, bllt Others Rel1la;1l Hard-Core

..
r-­
N

i
~

I

~
II)

o
ll<

~
o
~

~
II)
II
~

By Dan Beyers
w.......... , .... 51. W'M..

Thousands of 1I0ward County's ~ble tele­
visilln pirates are responding to a very clear
signal: confess or face prosecution.

About 1,100 scofOaws have turned them­
selves in during the last month, and 700 oth­
ers are expected to confess before the six­
week amnesty period ends Monday. About
1.000 responded to the cable company's first
amnesty offer a year ago.

"I wish I could say they were motivated to
come forward because they felt guilty," said
Uavid II. Nevins, a spokesman for Howard
Cable Television Associates Inc. "But I think

they are more worried that evclltually wc'le
going to catch them. If

About 75 percent of the people tllrning
themselves in have decided to subscribe legal­
ly. Basic service from lIoward Cable, which
serves the eastern half of the county, is
$23.40 a month. The company is donating all
amnesty-related installation fees to 10C<IIl:har­
hies. .

The pirates often are unrepentant.
"If they didn't charge ridiculously high

rates. it probably wouldn't be a problem," said
one offender, who has moved out of lIoward.

"I'm not paying $10 a month just to have a
couple extra outlets," said a 1I0ward business

executive who's thinking about cOllnecting a
second television in an upstairs bedroolll.

"We're like Robin Hood," said yet another
pirate, who advises neighbors on where to find
decoders.

No one is sure of how many Washington
area rcsidents are hijacking cable signals, but
the practice is widespread. Howard cable of·
ficials believe as mallY as 3,OUU pirates will
remain in their county after the amnesty pe­
riod expires. Systemwide audits in Montgom­
ery and northern Prince George's counties
found more than w,oon homes in each locality
receiving unauthorized cable service. Di:.lrict

See PIRATES, 82, Col. 3
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Cablevision officials estimate that
as many as 24.000 homes Ire re­
ceiving service but not paying for it.

In some cases, company officials
said, they failed to tum off the sig­
nal when residences changed hands.
But often, the service is being
stolen.

Cable piracy comes' in many
forms. Some pirates tap into, or pay
someone else to tap into, system
junction boxes to activate service to
their homes. Others illegally en­
hance their cable service by using
unauthorized decoders to unscram­
ble the signals to premium channels
such as HBO and Showtime, which
usually cost extra. Still others ille­
gally expand their systems by run­
ning lines to additional television
sets.

At one Howard County apart­
ment building, cable officials even
found several renters who had con­
nected their television sets by run­
ning a line from unit to unit. "They·
all decided to split the cost of one
outlet," Nevins said.

Nationally, piracy costs cable op­
erators an estimated $4.7 billion a
year, according to the National Ca­
ble Television Association. That
lost revenue not only makes it dif­
ficult for cable operators to hold
down rates for law-abiding custom­
ers. but it also robs local govern­
ments of tax revenue.

Howard County, for example,
levies a 5 percent sales tax on cable
bills. NWe estimate they are losing
as much as $100.000 a year," Nev­
ins said.

Nevins said pirates who tap into
cable lines often use inferior equip­
ment that can reduce picture qual­
ity for others and interfere with
unrelated transmissions.

The company plans to follow the
current amnesty period with a more
aggressIVe effort to find and pros­
ecute any remaining cable pirates.
Under Maryland law. unauthorized
use of a cable television signal is a
misdemeanor punishable by up to
SIX months in jail or a fine of $1.000
or both on the first offense. Those
found guilty can be required to
make restitution as well.

"We're finding that there is little
difference in the theft rate between
wealthy areas and poor areas," Nev­
ins said. "It almost seems to be a
challenge or a game to people to np
off tt-.. ~- '-I .. rn."n..nv."
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Cable ·T·V
plrates bite
sting bait

Union-News
TUNGay. F.bru.ry 2,1~

Free T-shirt offer bait
catches Cable TVpirates

RyRAYKELLV

SPRINGFIELD - Continental
callJevision delivered a knockout
PIlnd1 to 140 5USpeeted cable TV
pirates who responded to a free T.
Ibirt offer. not ltnowlIIg the pro­
motion was only shown to those
wllo hada't patel U4.06 to watch a
pa,-per-view flgbt.

'!'be boxing fana get to keep the
T·llhirts, but the price may be
hllIL
.Aa part ot a ltinli! operation. en­

IADeen traDimitted the T.shirt
li~way in Guch Q manner that
It could .only be seen bv users of
iUep! or tampered-with convert.
er boxes, John Lamirande. securi­
ty manager tor tile cable TV com­
pany, said yesterday.

BeUer mousetrap
Le,it1mate SUbscribers. Who

paid '34.115 to watch the Evander
Holyfield.Riddick Bowe fight on
Nov. 13 - saw a diUerent promo­
t.ion in U.s place, Lamirande sau1.

The sting was aimed l4 t illegal
viewen in HnJlAod and the Con.
necticut towns of Enfield. Somers.
Granby. Stafford and Windsor
Lodta.

Llunirande declineo to elab­
orate On how Continental engi.
neers were able to accompl1~h tbe
tecbaical feat
. ·You bUild a better mousetrap.

and tbey find I way to break it.-
! CoDtinued on Pate 8

Coatlued IrolD P_g" I

Lamirande .aid. ·Some of th..
people are smart - others
aren't.~

CoaUDeDtal recently lent T­
shirt.! tathe ltO respondents by
siped receipt, certified mail.

·Wo dido'l wsn~ to be (\Iilty of
false aavertislng," Lamirande
said.

Notices that CoDUuental wanted
to quesuon tll.ose Vlewers about
cable TV piraq ""ere mailed out
a few day.iater, be laid.

&\ fliT'. ~p. of Ute 140 SUltJected
cable TV pi~tes have been
malled noUas. ney are asked to
respond within fJve days. L.ami·
I .tlde saio..

"Some have admitted to me
what they ~ave doue ... others
are finding eve.., neuse in the
book.~ he .aid.

Rather than spend two or three
yean in the court.! prosecutIng
tha cable TV piratfl!!lr for theU.
Continental is asking them to be­
come legitimate lubscribel'1l~ pro­
vide information on other pirates

or pay UP to $2.000 In damai~
he ald.

WIer seUlemfJIU will be
150Ulht from ihoae mWI or lieU·In. 111elill c:onV6ruu' 1N~. that
can deICramble prmRi~ and
pay·per.view broa4CasU, ~mi'
rande said.

Under federal law, cable TV pi­
rates can beUned up to .10,000.

Since Continen&al began Its
crackdown on cable 't'\I piracy
last year. more thall 'i()O cases
have DeeD reported.

The crackdown tut. reoultoct In
settlements of up to .r.,tIOQ. The
large settlementt came from Nra
or restaurants that illegaily
sbowecl cable TV prOfl'lmmmg 1{J
patrons. Lamirande laid.

The T-shirt sting wa~ on~ used
by • Buffalo. N.V. c~tr1. TV CGQ10

pany, Lamirande said. Similar
sting operations may be used 1n
oiber parts 01 Western f4aP8Chu­
setts. he lalCl.

"We have a variety of opera­
tions planned in the future. "
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Cable co.
~Osillegal
VIewers

EMFJELD. Q:aa. ­
Some baxUIg t&IUI wbo
took up •~ caID­
puy's T-iIilZt offer
.-e KO'd In a __
opanuan UW ClaIt &be
Worn! ,-ifwon • w~
~ $Z,OOO nne.
OW'_·I~­

PIn. wbtcb teIe«w' aD
121 T-shiI'I otlw OIIII¥
&0 vi.-. wtIo ...
UJepUy~.paJ­
... view beaVJW'lliIbt
ape ill Now......
UI: naUf7bIc mare
tbaD 1. a.om

..

wIlD •L-Spuadlid IA&t
they baVC! to pq
$2.IXIQ.

cmD"C"'-1 b ....
Inc tbe aUepd of­
.aIdan 10 pa:J I.bat,....,.,. bel ,_ IJIe

~~the
offeaden !lave obot.aiDad many ___

u.aac W.cpl chcDdrr
bJuL

"We were really
...p. .d by \he mam­
bcr of paapJe .mo roe­
apaaded,· said ad·
My UIde, 0WiraID­
tal" ,'ice pawfetet

camlNftal UIIIII ita
~ 1O_\be
~~CIII
lelevi.loa ••u
equaPl*i wtIlI Wera1
c\ec g..... t.ba1~
vieM!n 10 wISCh tbII
Evaader Holyfield­
JUddLck BOlJIJe t\f:IIt
1m' b'ee.~ ...bo
paid I3U5 toO aaca
tbe fiIbt cbd _
the a4 -M'
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Cable TV Thieves Lose
$2,000, Not Their Shirts
.,. ....... .......ncIlVecll40e:auswtdatlllDill·

JIA&1FOJtD. CUD. - n ..... DO Utalof tb8 ad.
sudadablcuabeT1IIirt -tIaI I. teJapboae .,....~

T'aC'••laac UO people wlao ......'.., recordell me pboDe 1UIIIl"
ftICIIed alMlllq IDatdt b1111UaS we- bin.......IIIa.uenpye ua meit
Illca1* I8laVtIIaD decoden ueftlul· __ Ud addr_ ....n co lIlip
lq out. ne -free'" T4WU &dUally dlatllJrrl," UIIIa.td.
~n.ooo-Ibe_....r ferYf.. To dtetr cue 1SPJez', CODdo
JM!D o! IedenI Ia. bJ IlMUq cable II Ibe TlIb1nI by eenatild
.(~. . 1IIIi1.~ &be rec::lpieD1l mllpa
;·1a.....aow madepllDo ~
'fi,.~ crime It ill Coa- .,.... 1II8J are__ aDOdl_ cere
• _ All eIeCIrOIdcenD1UrNo- dftld dell.., - •Ia..... iDfanIIlDI
~ for people ... ,. w-.u tbeIa we __ UIey aN UIiaI tJ1epl
~ III r'" cable le1evi1iaa eqalPnW1lf IabIIUleIIllalawm.tisa
JIUboUI paJbII. rederal crl.e, .Dd d.malldlDI
.•AspeGal ou..of'. _ T.aJn". SUOO,- uar..... .
beIIDDl OUC by Co1IItn'Dral tablfti- lJDIe laW CODU8earal is alr.dy
Ii.. dUItDC me NO\'. 14, 1882,!lgh1 b....au Idada of em...
beIWeeD £vu4a' Ilolyftelcl aDd. IUd· -S- '101M akl Dey wwre DDt
elicit lowe. . eva Ilo1U .... lIle lei ... Ill....

People IWDI Weca& docodcrl - c:a&1O.e uk Ibem for the DUDe aDd
available air 0Jl1U IlIpofedl black uu.. ot &be frteDd or bar .laere
marut - were abe oDlJ 0ftIS" !2IaY watcbed aulIlow," Utile Aid.
cOG1d lee tile edvenilellleDt. wblc1a U til., retua. CoDIiDeDr&l prepares
cSlSOllyed an lOG telepioDe IlWDber a laWIUiL
ud aid tile otter WOWAI be 11m1ted 10 .-oau peaple talk to an atWDeY,
Ihe flsE 100 caUen. UIaV teDd u. a cIlect."IJale salCL

"'It wortecllika a c.banD:' GeoffrcJ TIlere WU ODe problem for the
UlI1e. CODtiUntal'l Vice pres.ideDt. CGlDPQY iD nuaatDllU ltiac. lJalc
saJd Tuesday. SIid.. .

CoIaUA"'" wbleb bas 140.000,.,. '"V. bad ID come up .tm 140 y.
incCORmun111 CO""ac:r:iaataDdMu- sIdns. .bacla castSll a,&ec:c... be lUG.
sacbuseus,.plus. few mOlll8Jlc1 tree- "ID lacr. ..bad to reorder."
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A' Baloit'.firm~.stispectad~ of
making. and· 'cHltributing .d~

. vices used· to"·'.~ommit),cllble I
television piracy.' has boen '1

raidod .by . federal /agenta,· n ~
Mc,t.ion· Pictwe'A8sociation of 1

AmericaInc. :apokGeman eays.· :
. Thomas: Schell, t~i.rectOr· of ';
porsoh~Al~o~ t~~),rgam2ntion, ~
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lump • ceriI1D • ." we bow we ble Wq oat, the, fClUlld tM tampered
bft •. wIDDer. Tben la I'D device bDJaud the comp.1D)' filed federal
tbatwU1,iv. JCMIa~tUaat liP ....lilt&.
.UnaaU tbe dacrambJen Me. But Of tile 317 people .Iled. aU but
.. caa daedL lGd19ldual11Dtl." three ha.,. setUed willi the cable

tw'nici... !n lbe new .110 look. compaDJ' for umaces rUM from
lor obvious~ 01 lIatft. IIDoper 1500 to n.2S0, said DlIllel J.
~Uaeveulc",,olPn, In uvea LdUwiLI.. L8t~Dd aUorueJ
aU complala &bat IOIPe 01 tM1r U· for Time Wi.... of N•• York
tIanI are fl1JZ1' tllWliUJ1D1UlI &Ua City, _bleb rullS tile Queeas .,,&em.
1M sIgDalll weak because 01 a leak 1beolMrtlv'H.c¥eI an ._aJUIl,
LD au cable rystem. trial. LdUwlu~

Lua ea. oftea be c:auaecl bJ '"Same of tIaeM people bd tlareo
faull' equipmtlnl, wkidl inuit be reo taous 1Q UIeir bauR," Ldko.i~
palre4 becallM lb., cu laterfare said. "We lboupt tbat was creedy."
willa aviation ud eIDlI1811C)' com- Jut molt people ~'t ,tal cable
IUwDuw.. Roopenaid. .tlom.. bccaue Iber are peedy, iDduUJ
timeI tbe leW are caased by sloJlPY officials salcJ. ne, ateallt becaDA
homemade CQGDeCtiAN. It's there. iJa IbeiI' II.... ad UIeJ

In Qu.... H.Y.. tbtcable~· "'C reaJ1J feelllU tIley are atuf·
• y UleCllOpbilt1caitd COCDD8&IIIOfl.. lq 1II)1IUI&-
wve to Dab pirates In wt.at OM °"l"eJ're already ue4 &0 'cttinC
official called an "elcctroD.le coun· the broadcast lipal for free, 10 ca­
ta:llalUre." . "Ie II jut aD eD.eaaiOD 01 tbal" aa14

AnlU'ku CabMvilloo or QY8CDI Steel 01 the New Eqb.Dd Cable
aul a computaiRd 1Ip111U0UJ!I. Television AJMcIaUoL ..P....·•
out ita s,alcm ill April tN1 ti.at r,ercepUon 11. _bo are they hur&(?
dlIala1ed ublc bo:u.Ilbat U4 a-a '
a.amPll'8d wl&JL11Msipal..~ IIid 1"M back "ca olaome eJectroD..
aoc UnD Ic&1tl1Da1e cuatomen' ca- lei aaapllDilare mw wUIa adver­
ble bcwiI.~ 1lIe1f to «:mIpIll~ tilaDeats for cable COtlverters aad
cr~ InUIe&al-- the,~ dac:rUDblcnthac pla, em tJMItcfee1·
wiewm to see UDautboriud chan- hap. I'or '100 to $SIO. costomm
Deb. caD buy dc:scrambJen &bat eub1e

WIaea Wchnldlu •.,..., sa &MmlOwataevelJcbuelGUend
c:utomers' complalDts that th.eJr ea- b, • cable cocnpaDY -lDclu4lD, the

ply-per-viewem.- .bileODlypay­In, 120 or 10 a month for bUlc
semte.

OIfld. at uareeof tbe ,ampules
ICWnI the~n refused to
ClOIbIDtDl.IDdoUidals It five others
61 DOt returD te1epboae caUl. De­
apice dLideimen ill some 01 tbe ae!·
verti_b &eWq c:uatOIPU'l that
&bey aulll COIIlply witJJ ar.a~ &ad
ledenl1a... 1M ada c'.arlf pl'o­
.....uin&1M devices to obtaiD free
~bIe service.

"It)'OUtr.able COIDp&Q1 aliePtinl
Joul" lib OM adver1ilelPeDllbal
IIIQlftla pIdw'e '" a MardID lole:­
IDa a TV rt:IDOte coatroL '~Y NO~
uoearthl, reacal fees."
But aom. cable oampules. III

tIaelr liD! 10ca~~ &be pirates. have
.... atilt to p~, OI1'IIO'.~ IlIuna::
1etJiD&: uae fec.Ua, tbal J lsD'c 'ait
far IOID1 DeODIe to 11th 4 service
-bile otbin bve to pa,. ~.

Wat IWtlord·bued TCl C~levi­
1lara1&art.e4. procram III lata Jan·
IIIIJ aUlrl.. iaJclClU' 1500 'or in·
fGnDaUCII 'IlIout people ..bo seU
..~lDIIIlar'ook up othen for free
cableaervice.

Nore tJau 120 people bve ale
ready called Ttl to npor\~
awa. saW Deb Ariaaul&. the eor.J­
paD,', security coordln.ator.

• "We've cot. awnba' ollua4(tbat
we're .0,"" .... Anmaalt &lid.
.... pi a lot oa people wbo ' ..e
cable aDd Wak Jra DDt. fair au, tIIc
1'1'dotni the Jtrtet lJ DOt PQ'btc for
It."

8eUiqdeIctaDIbIen aDd I:QDvm­
111 C'a Iaolt Ia fldlral U. ol IImacb AI .U..... and .tuna,
.tenkecaa raalt III a... u Jd&.b u
a '10,000. .

But cable~ ...ca&dI
ikWwts.......v..aDdtiledWl
lawsuits ap.iDIt thaD iJa feclcnl
towl

"'It', &be cable CllIIDPUy" rapcID­
IibIIiI:J to IDIU lAIR dW~e are
paJiq for lblir IIrviCfS.' laid J\aD.
aid Piner. cUll of tM cable TV
Iar~ If 1M Federal CorDmIlDlca•
UoaI CGnuDiIUI. wIIk* .......
1M Able iAdllltr!. '-natJ uye to do
the pollee wad."

It 11 apbJIt 'ederalla" to leD
devica UNd &D ateal cable eemc.
aDd It 11 ap,iut ledtnJ Jaw g;_
tbeaL BetfA~Ud 11.
cr ItA.. It Ii Dot Wepl III 3WD
thaD•

..W.·.....~tU~
&veinOoDoectlcut far Ile'VVU yean
&0 ouUaw tbe UloiDp." Anaaul&
Mid."n'••liu.-_MacJ'.
.Dd abopWWic. Jr••Lealba....
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Bar-Hopping/Pirate Hunting With HBO

TOP COP: Dennis Pa-s, HBO's chief of signal securily, at !he premium networl!'s ccmmand
~. Pa-s obligation to prolec:t and _ extends to Ihe local operatcn as well as HBO.

" I can't really ~xplain it, but
since adding VISN/ACTS - the Faith
and Values Channel- to our system,
service outages have dropped by
Inore than half."

-Anonymous Cable Operator

FBI Nabs Two
In BDx Roms
B,. LINDA HAUGSTED
~B_ at InveatllllllClCl
........ ~conducteda
senea of ruda on suapecfI!d cable
''bel. doclDn" in dle SouIII and Mid­
wnt. allhou.b a cable official
lenned die busy day a COU..idalCL

fun AIIen......ot dle NaaonaI
Cable Televiman~'sOf­
fice litc.bleSip! Theft. ptaItcIaI
an _ at ClIIIIe dleh prosec:u-
tiona lIu.s yar SectIon 553

ofdle 1'H2 CabItt 1lI:1_c:IassIIieI
lhe aaIe at cable tlt:at:nmblen for
protit u a tdany. ThalIhDuld mala:
law enIl1l'Cle11Bl1......more .....
tensed in prwtlCUDOllI. he SlId.

In one at !he two feb. 8 raIds.
apnssetadabaullO.lXXldeocnm­
bIen from twolocalJoal of M.D.
ElectronICS m om.tIL Neb. M.D,
EIec:tnJna. an aIielIId__dis-

lnbuoon outiII {Iar.-ltanZlDd de­
scramlIIenand..-- .. naaonaI
elc:etmn1Ca mapzIIlllL llXlOrdJn.to
Ihe NCTA. Federal aleRlI also
seUllid bustl.-1IIlXltds and bani< ac­
cOUllll for an alJili-' buIuteaL G
&. A DislrilJuanl Jnc.

The day's otIter lUi. in Allan.....
..-d 100illepl deaciallt*,n
UlUlitioat:l -m.UJd.
hie recelvera UIli _v_ tesl
cquipmIft. ..........dle home
of Pbilip GoodwIn. who was Goutl
buaineu u Uni-a Products.
Goodwm aIIepdly aoId cIeacram·
bien natIlIlWlY.1Oiit:itiq bus_
thoughmas-.-.DIi ads.1he
NCTAreptftII.

The NCTA Aid_..-ymoua
caller tipped ca* openan to
Goodwin' dle FBI in-
vemplllll1 widI ot·1ocaI opo-
...-and~vendon.

Inodw_..."._ a fed­
eral pWlli jury in.....-med a
15-ca1111..--.-W.w­
Nom.ctP\ymDIIII. Noais alIIFiY
sold Ihroup.lIia buaiDeu. Noma
e-a-anaNIIiaaUCabie BlO­
ken. cJeW:. ..._ ClDUId
USl!t:lmatlifybir ___

general counsel and Powers·
boss.

"One Ihtng we've learned is
you have 10 keep aller Ihis on a
regular basiS: SporadiC allempls
10 police Ihe problem don'l
work:' Redpolh .ald.

ThaI they don'l always !lei
Ihelr man - or bar - w,lI nOI
deter Powen. Salek and Ihe Sl,­
nal·theft leam from pursu,nt!
their appolnled rounds.

For Ihem. another iI,hl means
anolher borough.

"Cable the'" IS hke gamblin,
and proslllullon: II'S alwa". '0­
109 to be wllh u...· said Powen.
"It·s a mailer 01 how do you
mana,e II 10 an acceplable
level:.

OPERATIONSNSf)

Joined HBO in 1987. a vear aller
Ih. nelwork scrambled 'IIS Sfgnal
10 Ihe TVRO markel.

Cable opetaIors are more tnler·
.sted illSl!lna! lIleflloda" due 10

Ihe chanlinI economlC:s ot Ihe
tndlltUy. Illid Salek. whose Eal·
em Invalllallonal Services Inc.
hanale. HBO's N.w York
meU'OPOhum area work.

"For die most pan.1he,,'Ye sal·
urated diea' llWlcets. Belore. lhey
w.", makin, monev trom new
subscnbers. Now lhev can I. be·
cause lIlere IS no oUliel tor new
revenue'" hc said.

HBO i. revamping II. lheh-ol·
servICe JIl'OI'WlI. bnngtngll more
up 10 dale, .ald John Redpalh.
HBO'. senior Vice presldenl and

SCRAM8UNG

.:s. " .-....
~.~.~ :.::7~..=. "f

J,.:.~ -

tors. whlcll conllnue 10 prollfer·
ilIe. "We have an 0bI1"1lK>n to the
cable operalor 10 prOlecl hIS
ngltta U well u Ihe ",hIS of pay­
in••ubscnben." Powen saId.

To scare vloiaton. HBO used
to sencI demand leuen. bUllilose
railed to pack enou"h punch. saKI
Powers. Now. lhe nelwork serves
cstabllsh_nls wllh a summons
and complaInt. whl.h "gelS lIle"
Juenllon and beuer coopentlon."

In III finl SIgnal sw""". dunn,
,he Tyson·Henrv Tillman lighl m
June 1Y90. HBO found a 38 per·
cent vlolallon rale nallonWlde.
But lIlal decreased to 20 percenl
dunnlllle second sweep for Ihe
G.OfIe Foreman.Jimmv Ems
matCh In D<:cember 1991.·"so &he
cnlonoemem has shown effective·
ness OUI Ihere." Powers saId.

TKO'd
Once m Riverdaie. Powers and

SaIek's hunl ended abrupUy: two
mInutes and 18 seconds tnlO Ihe
First l'tIUItd. 80_ defeated Dolt...
by a TKO.

Despue Ihis. Powers and hi.
nauollal leam scored reasonably
well. Nalionwlde. 60 out ot 500
.slabllshmenl' VI.lled were Ille­
gally lransmlllln, HBO linelud·
10' two In Riverdalel. a 12 per·
cent Ylola"oo rale.

"This was Ihe Ihird·large'l
sw""" _ 've done. and given &he
IImlled IImelrame. u's nOl a bad
relum.·· Powen IIld.

S""'" ban even advenlSC m l0­
cal papen Ihal HBO WIll be
available on a ,Iven nl,hl. malt·
10g II eas" lor a cable operator to
.Ien the nelwork.

Why pubhcly adverttse mlerll
10 commll a cnme" "That's hu·
man Dltute." said Powen...1Io

8y ROO GRANliER

NEW YORK - feb. II wu a
bill..lv Ir••l,n, n"hl ­
,h. cohl.sl ot Ih. v.ar - •

nqlhl when a ~uy wan.. 10 be'
Ilome ,ulzhnR I beer and punln~

hIS ,••1 up wo.ch,", some
palool<u bea. Ih••r bra,n. OUI.

BUI Hum. lio. Onice hall oth·
er plans: Ii wanl.d 10 ca,ch p,.
r Jles ••• L:;Jble pUOIICS......ou know
lhe lund. lavern oWllrn who "U:a&
II BO', ,,~nal '" 'he" cU.Il,men
don'l have 10 coo"h up lhe dou,h
to wllch some hCOI'V¥weItEhrs.
R,ddick Bow. anll' Mic'hael
Dokes. In Ihe" home•.

More ,han IUU inv.... 'alors
would v,,,, bars," H markels
Jround &he counlry on Ih,s panIC­
ular sweep. fh.v re pan 01 a se­
ne!: ot cnve5rt,auon~dc~f'ncd CO
crack down on Sf,nal,slealln,
hWilncsses.

Th." leader IS o..nnlS Powe".
,h,d ot .. ,nal securnv lor Ihe
pay cable serv,ce. On IhlS n"hl.
Powen lIIld Edward Sal.k Jr.. e.­
cops both.•ou.hl OUI Ihe alle,ed
law·breake.... Sal.k i. one 01 lhe
IOany ,"dependenl conlraCIOn
HBO use. 10 nab p,ral••.

Their d.SUnallon: the
R,verdale/Kin,slJnd,e secllon 01
Ihe Bron•.

". hope you don 'I m,nd Vival­
di: 1use 1110 soolhe mv nerves'"
Salek said as Ihe search be,an.

LOOKING FOR
MR. GOOOBAR

Acconhn, 10 Powen. Any and
all commercIal eSlabilshmenls
are VIable lor,els lor an HBO
"gnal·lIlett lawsull.

"Our hcense agreements wnh
our produci suppllen. mill,s c:ase
(h. fi,hl promoler. ,rani us diS·
(flbUIlOn ",his lor pnvate reSl­
d.nlla' vIewIng only'" hc saId.
The ma)Ol'IlY of vIOlators are liars
thai have mlsappropnated Ihe
",nal by use of a IIlelille dish.

Once Powen or hIS &eam deter·
m,ne lIlal HBO is betn, a,red ,1­
I.~ally, Ihe nelwork can brtn,
twO cause. 01 acllon: a commu­
ntcallons policy v,olalion or a
copynghl tnfrin,emenl.

Each prov,de. lor .talulorv
dama~sot up 10 S 100.000. plu's
coun lee•. ailhou"h

most

cases
areseuled for several Ihousand
dollan.

Theft of servIce COSIS the In­
duslry S4.7 million a year. said
Powers. and "I would say HBO
has colla:led certamly close to SI
m,lIion In hn.s.··

BLAME TYSON
The spons bars ot Amertca

have tv! ike Tvson 10 Ihank for
HBO's Incr~ased tnlerest In
crackln, down on 51"na' theft.
"Tyson "ave a h.gh vlslbllily to
Ibollm" I. and _ clecJded to laile
a look al II on a nallOllwlde ba­
SI...• he UJd.

Prior 10 1Y90. the ""IWort< re­
sponded on a casc-i)y-case lIaslS
to _pIamts from cable open-

,I
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Ex-vvorkers arrested in CATV thefts
By AnnMarie Cardaropoli
Journal Inquirer Staff Writer $.1. ~ J,

ENFIELD - Two former employees
of Continental Cablevision were ar­
rested this week on charges that they
$tole cable boxes from the company, as
well as services that were not being paid
for, police said.

William H. Mothes, 26, of 12 Guild
St., was charged with second-degree
larceny, sixth-degree larceny by
possession, and third-degree criminal
mischief following his arrest on a war­
rant Thursday, police said.

A second employee, Christopher
Orr, 25, of 32 New King Street, was
arrested by warrant Wednesday charg­
ing him with third-degree larceny by
possession, police said.

Mothes was released on a $3,000
bond while Orr was released on a
$1,000 bond. Both are scheduled to
appear in Superior Court on August 18,
police said. .

The arrests followed an extensive
investigation that began a year ago by
local authorities and private in­
vestigators hired by Continental, a de~

tective who asked not to be identified
said to<tay. : ;...:.~:> ~

.. --~- _:

Orr, the detective said, turned in to
police approximately 14 cable boxes.
worth over $1,300. that he stole from
the company over a two-year period
from 1989 to 1991.

AJthough Mathes was paying for
basic service on the two boxes in his
home, he was receiving "every channel
under the sun," the detective said. The
boxes were found after authorities ex­
ecuted a search warrant., he said.

Orr and Mothes were employed as
field service technicians who were
responsible for installations and reo
pairs, police said.

Also confISCated in Mothes' home
was a diagram showing how to rig the
boxes to obtain the extra channels and
four extra remote units, the detective
said.

The second-degree larceny charge
lodged against Mothes pertains to the
amount of service he stole from the
company, while the criminal mischief
charge stems from tampering with the
equipment, the detective explained.

AJthough Mothes had paid for two
boxes, one of the boxes in his home did
not belong to him, he said.

No further arrests are expected in
the case, the detective said. adding,
"B.ut you never leave the door com-

, ..:..>

pletely closed."
Police said it was uncertain whether

Orr and Mathes voluntarily left the
company or were fired.

Continental's General Manager
Jonathan Anderson today declined
comment, citing company policy.

He said the investigation is closed
with respect to its employees, but noted
that the company will continue to in­
vestigate the use of altered or un­
authorized equipment by residents.

"We certainly take them all seriously
_and investigate all of them," Anderson
added.

In most cases, Anderson said, the
cOmpany first attempts to settle the
matters out of court saying that it would
cost an individual about $1.200 for
using an altered converter compared to
$2,000 if the case goes to court.
. In addition, Anderson said, the com­
pany reserves the right to refuse future
cable service.



Two ex-cable TV workers
arrestedon theft charges:;

By TOM PULEO
CDItm", StII// WriNr

ENFIELD - Two former em·
pIeJee8 of CoDt1Deb&al CableviJlioa
Of Coaoecttcut bve beeD ebarged ID
CCIIIDf!Ctioa witb the tbeIt 01 cable
bMes aDd !en'ice, poll~sa.ld 'Jbun.
day.

FV.Ot-tt»er~ thefts by em=are
beiDI iJrn!IItip.ted· by tal,.
wbD bu hired private investip·
tan, GeDeral ManaprJonathan An­
denali laid.

Police on Wednesday charged
QIriItopber' Orr, 25, of SZ New KiDg
st..withthird~ larcmy by pol"
se.t-. Be was releued OD 'U"",
boDd for aD AUI. 18 appear.ace in
adield SUperior Court.

Pollee said. Orr stole 10 cable boJ:.
es from CoIItiDeDtaI "beD be worked
there between 1989 and 1991.

Potice on Tbunday cbIrpd aleC­
oDd former employee, WIDlam H.
Mottles, 21, of 12 Guild St., with
second-degree larceay, larceny by
possession and third-degree crimi­
nal mi!chief. Mathes was released
DO 13,000 bood for an Aug. 18 ap­
pearuce iD Enftdd Superior QJmt.

Police said Mothe. me.aUy
booted up two cable bosel iD bis
hooIe. '!'he boxes were fouod about
two IDIIIItbI ap after police UMd. a
",.mutt to se8reh the bouse, police
S31d.

• 1. "

'The arrests followed a
yearlong investigation
into allegations of
stealing at Continental,
police Lt. Bernard Duffy ,
said. :, .

On' aDd Motha 'ftI"e employed ..
fleld service t.eeblllciaDI who ban­
died installations and repairs, AD.
derlOD said Thunday. .

Tbe arrests followed ay~
investiptioD joto aliecatloDa 01
1~~UDg It CoIIti.Deatal, police Lt..
Bernard Duffy said. But Duf~"'"
heads the detective bureau, no
ftuther arrests are eEpected. ;

Anderson would neither coDli.rQl
nor dell)' that other employees~
been fired for cable thelt at the~.
Uck Road company. . .~H

Andenon said he could notcU~
the reasons why Orr and Moths left
the company. or wbetber they had
been fired. But he said ContJDelltl!l
private investigaton will coatlD.
their own investiptiOD. . ,.,.~

"We see th1a u somethiD& Wf~
cootlnae to pat our ellorlJ illto,;
ADdenoD saki. "It'. not IQIDIlWDI
that is over aDd daDe wltII or IMJdDd
us. We are taking this serioualy."

THE HARTfO"o COURANT: Friday, ""IVt' 7, 1992



40JST0N~ "'R.lt f993

Cable thiefc1uupd
AIIoMkit laID........1'-.

., db "".' fraIII
W.... CIbIe. .



( \,
~. 1

f\l

own
wljc ~lutlfotb !Counmt

ews
3*

SECTION

C
MONDAY

MARCH 8, 1993

Cable TV sting netting paybacks, company says
By STEPHEN OHLEMACHER

Courant Staff Writer

ENFIELD - Continental Cable­
vision's elaborate sting that caught
140 people Illegally watching a pay­
per-view boxing match In November
appears to be paying off, company
officials said.

The cable TV company has col­
lected more than $15,000 from pe0­
ple who acknowledged they were
stealing cable signals, and the pub­
licity generated by the sting has
boosted an amnesty program started
this week, said John lamirande, the

cable company's security manager.
Under the amnesty program,

which does not apply to people al­
ready caught by the cable company,
people stealing cable signals can
turn themselves In to Continental
without penalty, Lamirande said
Friday.

About 80 people have turned In
illegal descrambler boxes since the
program began last Monday, LamIr­
ande said. He said several others
have called the company's office In
Enfield to acknowledge. that they
had Illegany connected cable
services to their televisions.

"At 8:30 Monday morning when
the people came to open the offices
In Enfield, there was, already some­
one standing there ready to turn In a
box," lamirande said.

Cable companies often use well­
publicized convictions before start­
Ing an amnesty program as a way to
scare more people Into participat­
Ing, said Jodi Hooper, assistant di­
rector of the offke of cable signal
theft for the National Cable Televi­
sion AssocIation, a Washington lob­
bying group.

A memorandum Circulated to
members of the association says:

"Some companies like to have at
least one well-publicized conviction
before launching amnesty. This Is an
Incentive for others to participate In
the program."

But lamirande said Continental
did not plan to offer the amnesty
program, which runs to April 16,
when the sting was designed.

"We didn't plan It out at a1l," La­
mirande said. "We decided to go
with the amnesty program after all
of the publicity prompted so many
calls from people wanting to come
clean without being penalized."

The company caught 140 people

illegally watching a pay-per-view
boxing match In November when it
transmitted a free T-shirt offer that
was shown only on televisions
equipped with illegal descramblers
that enabled viewers to watch the
fight for free.

After 140 people responded to the
offer, which was carried during the

-Evander Holyfield-Riddick Bowe
fight, the cable company sent them
letters threatening legal action and
demanding $2,000 each.

About 50 of the people have coop­
erated with Continental by either
providing Information about where

they watched the fight or by paying
$1,200 to $2,000, Lamirande said.

The company plans to file lawsuits
next month against about 40 people
who have refused to cooperate, la­
mirande said. An additional 30 or so
people are "on hold status."

"They said they need time to think
about what theyare going to do," he
said.

About 20 of the people have not
responded to Continental's threat of
legal action, LamIrande said, adding
that their cases will be turned over

Please see Cable, Page C4
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Cable TV sting netting paybacks, finn says
Cootioued from Page Cl

to the company's legal staff if they
do not reply.

Continental has more than 140,000
customers in northern Connecticut

" and western Massachusetts, In Con·
necticut, the company serves view­
ers in Enfield, East Windsor, Wind­
sor Locks, Suffield. Somers,
Stafford, East Granby, Granby,
Hartland and Union,


